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and brought in its train the political collapse of the
Russian Empire. Fo* the Revolution of 1917 was
the child of defeat, which flowed in its turn from
Allied inability to force the Dardanelles and bring
supplies to Russia. The operations at the Dardan-
elles were an elementary requirement of the conflict;
and their failure, amongst other consequences of
the Goeben's cruise (so influential on the fortunes of
Czar Nicholas II, Lenin, Trotsky, Dr. Weizmann,
Colonel Lawrence, the Emir Feisal, and millions
of their fellow-creatures) deflected Mr. Churchill's
political career.

His attention had been engaged at an early stage
by the possibility of operations in this region. When
Turkey's hostile intervention was obviously im-
minent, he contemplated a combined offensive with
the Greeks against Gallipoli, even envisaging the
shipment of Russian troops from Archangel or the
Far East. But Russia was now heavily engaged on
other fronts, and the occasion passed. He was
prodigal in his suggestions to Sir Edward Grey for
enterprising diplomatic combinations in the Balkans
with a view to the alignment of as many enemies as
possible against the Turks. But they were largely
unregarded or impracticable; and when Turkey
went to war, the Allies had only their own forces to
rely on. There was a brief naval bombardment of
the coastal forts guarding the entrance to the Dar-
danelles in order to ascertain the range and power
of their armament; and shortly afterwards Mr.
Churchill proposed a more elaborate attack, with the
alternative of operations against the coast of Palestine,
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